
NINTH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Find all registration details and detailed course descriptions at www.isd622.org/North 

 

Required Courses Summary 

Choose one English 

English 9 A/B/C: The standard summary course includes reading and 
writing skills in several formats. 

Accelerated English 9 A/B/C: Stresses higher level skills in reading and 
writing.  Prepares students for later advanced courses.  

Choose one Social Studies 

Social Studies 9 A/B: This is a basic survey course of physical geography. 

AP Human Geography A/B/C:  This is the advanced Social Studies 9 
option with significant homework but also the opportunity to earn college 
credit.  

Choose one Math 

Intermediate Algebra A/B/C: This is the standard course that follows 
eighth grade regular math. 

Geometry:  Choose this if Intermediate Algebra was completed in eighth 
grade.  

Accelerated Geometry A/B & Algebra 2 A with Trig: Fast paced math 
class that starts after Intermediate Algebra and combines three “years” of 
math into two.  Requires written permission of eighth grade teacher.  

Science – all are required 

Engineering & Earth Science A/B:  Lab science taken by all ninth graders. 

Engineering & Physical Science: The third term of lab science for all 
ninth graders. 

Health and Physical Education – both are required 

Fitness for Life:  All ninth graders will take this general physical education 
course.  For music students only, it’s offered in an alternate day format 
with their band or choir class. 

Fitness for Life ONLINE: Online PE is an alternative to face to face physical 
education. Students will use a heart rate monitor to collect data on their 
activity and fitness levels. They will have freedom to choose activities 
they’re interested in while increasing their own fitness. The heart 
monitors will be their check to maintain a fitness level during workouts. 
Additionally, the assignments will explore nutrition, strength training, 
aerobic, anaerobic, and fitness principles to enhance a healthy lifestyle. 
There are mandatory attendance days.  The typical online student is one 
that is HIGHLY organized, self-motivated   and has the discipline to 
complete tasks on their own.  This online class is offered as one term 
course. 

Health:  Required Health class. 

Elective Courses Summary 

Air Force Junior ROTC  Elective 

AFJROTC 1 A/B Cadets will learn about early aviation through the 
modern day US Air Force, plus leadership, marching skills/drill, physical 
fitness, healthy living and personal behavior.  This is not a Military class, 
however cadets will wear the uniform once a week.  No prerequisite.  

Art Electives 

Studio Art 1: Beginning survey course of various art types. 

Studio Art 2 Drawing: Expand drawing skills  Prerequisite of Studio Art 1. 

Ceramics: Design and create ceramic pieces. 

Sculpture: Includes experiences with a variety of three-dimensional art 
forms such as clay, found object, wire and papier mâché. 

Graphic Arts 1: Learn graphic design theory and practice it using 
software, scanners and printers.  

AVID 

AVID 9 A/B/C: Advancement Via Individual Determination - is a college 
readiness system that is designed to increase school-wide learning and 
performance.   Application required by 3/8/19 unless currently enrolled in 
AVID 8. 

Business Electives 

Intro to Word Processing: Build keyboarding and word processing skills. 

Computer Applications: Learn the basics of word processing, 
spreadsheets, charting and electronic presentations. 

Advertising and Promotions: Skills and strategies for advertising 
projects.  First level marketing class. 

Business Law: Understand protection and liability in business and 
personal life.  Learn courtroom procedures and participate in a mock trial. 

Careers: Determine personal interests and skills, then explore 
occupations that may be of interest.  Also learn about program options, 
schools that offer them and financial aid opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FACS Electives 

Intro to Foods: Learn the basics of food preparation through foods lab 
experiences. 

Advanced Foods: Learn more complex culinary preparation techniques 
through foods lab experiences.  Prerequisite of Intro to Foods. 

Pastry and Baking: Learn more complex baking preparation techniques 
through food lab experiences.  Prerequisite of Intro to Foods. 

Child Development 1: Prebirth - Toddlerhood: Learn about pregnancy, 
birth and infancy, and toddlerhood, including a weekend of “parenting” a 
simulation infant 

Clothing and Fashion: Students construct clothing while studying trends 
and design. 

Advanced Clothing: More complex clothing design and construction. 
Has a prerequisite of Clothing & Fashion. 

Housing and Interior Design: For the student interested in decorating a 
home or exploring a career as an architect or an interior designer.  

 

Phy Ed Elective 

Teamwork Through Competition:  Focus on teamwork and character 
development.  Does not meet any PE requirements. 

Beginning Strength Training for Athletes: Introduces student to 
strength training as a way to improve athletic performance. This is an 
elective only and does NOT replace Fitness for Life. 

Beginning Strength Training for Personal: Strength training is 
introduced as a way to improve personal fitness.  This is an elective only 
and does NOT replace Fitness for Life. 

Music Electives 

Varsity Band A/B/C:  Develops techniques and expression through large 
and small group lessons. Performances are mandatory.  Pre-requisite: 8th 
grade band or audition with band director. 

Varsity Choir A/B/C:   Explore vocal techniques and styles.  Performances 
are mandatory. 

Concert Chorale/Show Choir A/B/C: Highest level show choir includes 
vocals and dance choreography.  Entry by audition ONLY.  

Guitar 1: Learn to play the guitar.  Classroom instruments supplied, but 
should have one at home to practice. 

World Music Drumming 1:  African and Caribbean drums are used to 
learn techniques and rhythms.  Performances are mandatory. 

 

Science Elective 

Ecology and Environmental Science: Obtain a scientific understanding 
of current environmental and ecological issues. 

 

Social Studies Electives 

America at War: Examine America’s participation in 20th and 21st century 
conflicts. 

Minnesota Studies: Study the rich history, geography and resources of 
our state. 

Language Arts Electives 

Grammer: An in-depth study of the science of the English language. 
Knowledge of grammar provides “language tools” needed to talk about 
and understand the complex English language. 

Myth and Legend: Learn about famous heroes like Perseus, Theseus, and 
Hercules, and ancient gods and goddesses like Zeus and Venus in this 
course on Greek and Roman mythology. 

Technology Education Electives 

Electronics 1: Covers electrical theory, circuits, magnetism and 
associated devices and skills. 

Electronics 2: Microcontrollers: Learn to set up and program 
microcontrollers.  Prerequisite is Electronics 1. 

Robotics:  Using teamwork, design, model and build a working 
competition robot.  For highly motivated students.  Has a pre-requisite of 
Electronics 

Small Engines 1.  Learn how small engines operate by hands-on work. 

Woodworking Tech 1: Construct beginning level projects using hand and 
machine tools. 

Woodworking Tech 2: Build a quality wood project.  Prerequisite is 
Woodworking Tech 1. 

Carpentry: Home Construction:  Students use hand and power tools to 
learn about home construction and maintenance. 

 

World Languages Electives 

French or Spanish 1 A/B/C: Beginning level world language. 

French or Spanish 2 A/B/C:  Continue acquiring competence in 

communication.   Prerequisite of level 1. 

Heritage Language – Spanish A/B/C:  For students who speak fluent 
Spanish in the home.  Para estudiantes quienes hablan español en casa. 

American Sign Language 1 A/B/C:  Beginning study of understanding 
and signing ASL. 

 

 


